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A Reconsideration of the Main Theme of “Naita Akaoni”a Japanese
Reading Material for Elementary School Students
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A Reconsideration of the Main Theme of “Naita Akaoni” a Japanese
Reading Material for Elementary School Students

MIYAGAWA Hisami

Abstract

This is a story which is often used as a teaching material for both Japanese language and moral
education. Its subject is usually interpreted to represent true friendship. It seems that the story
focuses on one’s sacrificial behavior to the other, rather than “mutual” consideration.

In this paper, I’d like to reconsider the subject of this story. I concluded that this story described
the sorrow of Aka-oni (red ogre, the main character of the story). I examined the story as follows:
although Aka-oni hoped to be kind and friendly to humans and do only good to humans as much as
possible, he himself couldn’t get away from the prejudice that “ogres” are violent. Aka-oni couldn’t
realize his hope because of the failure to escape from the prejudice and this is the sorrow
represented in the story.

Such relationship between “ogres” and “humans” can often be seen in children’s surroundings as
well, ranging from nation-to-nation, race-to-race, or community-to-community relationships and
relationships between families or group of friends. I consider the subject of this story would be
truly understood and thus meaningful when treated as a material to have students think about what
is true friendship or what is true integration.

Key Words : Primary school, Japanese Textbook, Morality guidance material, Hamada Hirosuke,
“Oni-no-Soudan”, “Oni-no-Namida”, Blue ogre, Sincere Friendship



