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Issues and Perspectives of the Professional Training College for Childcare Workers
toward Contributing to Regional Child-Rearing Environment
— From the Viewpoint of Childcare Centers in Nara Prefecture —

Yuri MAESAKO" Emi CHIHARA" Shinji ISHIDA"
Natsuki NAKATA" Masako TAKAOKA? Kiminori FUKUDA?

The purpose of this study is to identify issues and perspectives associated with the education
program provided by a college for childcare workers in relation to creating and developing child-
raising environments. Questionnaires were sent out to all 215 childcare centers in Nara Prefecture
in 2004, with the aim of investigating the present state of childcare centers, that have important
function in providing suitable environmental structures for child-raising in each local community. The
collection rate of the data was 42.8%. We report on the following issues based on the results of this
survey: the role of community childcare support centers, child support systems, cooperation between
childcare centers and other organizations, field activities for nature understanding, mental care
systems, and gender issues arising in childcare centers. We also would like to discuss the possibility
of the improvement of the college education reflecting the opinions and suggestions of childcare

centers on child-raising environments.

Key words: childcare center, childcare worker, child-rearing environment, improvement of college

education, Nara Prefecture
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