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Role of Junior Colleges in Japan
—History, Present Status and Future Issues—

OISHI Tadashi

Abstract

Junior colleges of Japan were established as a provisional system in 1950 and obtained the privilege
as a permanent University system in 1964. When the junior college system started, there were 149
colleges including 17 public and 132 private colleges. The junior colleges developed rapidly because
of the role as a higher education for women and the number of enrolled students reached 250,000 in
1991-1992 when the age of the secondary baby boom population reached 18 year-old. However, the
number of enrollment decreases gradually as the 18 year-old population decreases rapidly and women
want higher education in universities. In 2012, it is 64,000 which is 1/4 of the peak enrollment. The
18-year old population flattens out until 2017, but it will decrease again after 2018. This is called
the 2018 issue, and colleges and universities will face a financial crisis. I will describe the history
and present status of junior colleges, and discuss the 2018 issue. I will also point out the importance

of colleges when the crisis of higher education is approaching.

Key Words : Junior colleges, Role, History, Present status, Future issues, Crisis of higher education



