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Nature Activities in Childcare Centers and the Education for Natural Environment
in a Professional Training College

MAESAKO Yuri

This study was carried out as a part of “Fundamental researches in a professional training college for
childcare workers with the aim of contributing to regional child-rearing environment”. The author reports
the childcare activities concerned with nature for children from 2 years old to 6 years old in nursery schools
and proposals from nursery centers to the professional training college on the basis of the questionnaire
answered by childcare centers in Nara Prefecture (the collection rate of data was 42.8% in 215 childcare
centers in 2004). Furthermore, I report the education for natural environment in the professional training
college with the aim of contributing to regional child-rearing environment. The investigation indicated that a
walk and a flower play were routinely taken for nature activities of younger ages, and nature activities such
as breeding, cultivation, production, observation and recording were taken for older ages according to
seasonal changes in childcare centers. The investigation in childcare centers also indicated that nursery
school teachers should flexibly act in the outdoor and keep positive interests to nature. This study suggests
that “direct experience learning and fieldwork activities” were extremely important in the education for

natural environment in professional training colleges.

Key Words: Direct experience learning, Fieldwork activity, Education for natural environment, Professional

training college, Regional child-rearing environment



